2016 Hooding Ceremony by Ohio State University. Moritz College of Law
2016 HOODING CEREMONY
Friday, May Thirteenth
Two Thousand and Sixteen
Two O’Clock in the Afternoon
Mershon Auditorium
1871 N. High Street
Columbus, OH
TO THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2016
On August 19, 2013, you became part of The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law community. Since you joined us that day three years ago, you have been an extraordinary group—raising us up as you 
evolved from students to professionals. A lot has happened here in those three years.
The William B. Saxbe Law Auditorium has been filled with discussions on everything from the future of the 
internet and elections, to the tensions in Ferguson, to human trafficking, to the law of drones, to remembering 
the historic 50th anniversaries of the Voting Rights and Civil Rights Acts. You sat at the table with business 
leaders, politicians, managing partners, and general counsel at events organized by the Program on Law and 
Leadership; Law, Finance and Governance; and Mentoring & More. Countless attorneys and leaders in every 
imaginable field, including a Supreme Court justice, have come to your classrooms, student group meetings, 
symposia, and more to pass on their knowledge and insight for the future, which you carry with you, together 
with the professional degree you have earned.
Our curriculum evolves with the changes in the legal profession, and you were able to experience the new 
Transactional Lawyering, National Security Law and Policy, E-Discovery, and Marijuana Law and Policy courses, 
among others, as well as expanded externship opportunities. Some of you spent the summer at the University 
of Oxford in England or participated in our Washington, D.C., Summer Program, and others set their sights on 
gaining experience and making a difference right here in Ohio. Most impressively, the Class of 2016 performed 
more than 10,000 hours of pro bono work in local, state, and federal agencies and for nonprofit groups across 
the country.
At Moritz, we shared such annual events as the Student Bar Association Thanksgiving Dinner, the Black Law 
Students Association Soul Food Luncheon, the Public Interest Law Foundation Auction, and the Race Judicata. 
The Class of 2016 was able to experience a newly renovated Dinsmore & Shohl Student Commons and the 
new Public Service Law Center. You each took approximately 20 law school final exams, spent almost 1,100 
hours in class, and a countless number in the library studying.
Today, your journey changes course. We, your professors, along with your family and friends, are extremely 
proud of you. We look forward to seeing what you will do with your extraordinary lives and careers. 
You are among the most educated and best prepared individuals to make a difference—in your communities, in 
the country, and in the world.
You are in the first stages of professional careers that will be long and challenging. You will score victories 
and implement change; you also will come to know setbacks and disappointments. And, there will be as many 
career paths as there are members of this class. Whatever life brings your way, remember that you have the 
skills and training to make an impact, and your alma mater will be providing support and cheering you on.
At Moritz, we will continue in our mission and will be waiting to hear from you. I hope you become one of the 
many alumni who remain connected to the College by returning to Drinko Hall to work with our students as 
mentors; serving as moot court judges; speaking on panels; donating to the Annual Fund to benefit others as 
you have been helped; recruiting students for your employers; and attending reunions to maintain that special 
Moritz connection.
Congratulations to the Class of 2016!
Alan C. Michaels
Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
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HOODING CEREMONY TRADITIONS
ACADEMIC ATTIRE
Academic attire was prescribed as early as 1321 in Portugal, and by the mid-14th Century, certain English 
colleges forbade “excess in apparel.” Some authorities say academic garb was influenced heavily by the fact 
that monks or clerics made up the great majority of the scholarly community. Thus hoods came about, it is said, 
to cover the shaved head. Others suggest that academic attire merely reflects certain facts of life in former 
times: The unheated rooms of medieval buildings, for example, made long gowns a practical necessity.
Ultimately, distinctive caps, gowns, and hoods developed for the institution, the field of learning, and for the 
level of academic achievement. American colleges and universities first established a code of academic dress 
at the end of the 19th Century. Bachelors’ gowns have pointed sleeves and are worn closed. The gown for 
the doctor’s degree has bell-shaped sleeves and may be worn open or closed. Black is the usual color for the 
gown, although some colleges allow those receiving the Ph.D. to wear gowns of the color of the institution.
THE HOOD
Trimmings in black velvet or in the distinctive color of the discipline are on the gown and the hood. The lining 
color of the academic hood identifies the university that granted the highest degree held by the wearer. Scarlet 
and gray symbolize The Ohio State University. The color of the trim signifies the field of learning in which the 
degree was received. The color of the legal profession is purple.
Today, the investment of the Juris Doctor and LL.M. hood and the presentation of the diploma case, soon to 
be filled with the official diploma, acknowledge the hard work, dedication, and academic achievement of the 
graduates of the Class of 2016. The investment of the hood also carries with it a continuing commitment to the 
values and responsibilities represented by the Juris Doctor degree. This ceremony marks the passage from the 
status of student to that of practitioner in the learned profession of the law.
HOODING COMMITTEE
The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law wishes to extend its thanks to the members of the Hooding 
Advisory Committee for their hard work and dedication in planning the hooding ceremony, the send-off 
festivities, and the class gift. Members include chairs Kelly Flanigan and Amanda Grandjean and members 
Bryan Hunt, Christopher Sponseller, and Meagan Van Brocklin, ex officio.
WITH APPRECIATION
The Class of 2016 wishes to express a special thank-you to parents, families, and friends for the support they 
have provided over the past three years. The class thanks faculty for faithfully guiding them through the tunnel 
to see the light of this day, the staff of the College for their service, and alumni for their ongoing support of the 
College. Members of the Class of 2016 hope to give back in full measure what has been given to them.
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MORITZ COLLEGE OF LAW
In the fall of 1890, The Ohio State University won its first football game over Ohio Wesleyan 20-14. 
That same year, another team of students organized 
a different “game plan” to persuade the University’s 
Board of Trustees to provide formal instruction in law.
By the following spring, the young advocates scored 
a victory, and a resolution was passed for the 
establishment of a law department to be supported 
solely from student tuition, set at $60 per year.
Classes began Oct. 1, 1891, in the Franklin County 
Courthouse with 33 students, including one woman. 
Instruction was provided by prominent lawyers under 
the administration of Ohio Supreme Court Justice 
Marshall J. Williams, who served as the first dean.
Financial problems beset the new law department, 
though. In 1892, Rutherford B. Hayes, chairman of the 
University’s Board of Trustees and former president 
of the United States, made a $300 personal gift and 
encouraged support from others. University funding 
of $1,500 was made available early in 1893; a full-
time dean was appointed; and by 1894 classes were 
moved to the main campus. The Law Department 
was elevated to the status of a College of Law in 
1896 and five years later became a charter member 
of the Association of American Law Schools.
Led today by Dean Alan C. Michaels, the Edwin M. 
Cooperman Chair in Law, the College is celebrating 
its 125th anniversary in 2016. The $30 million gift 
from Michael E. Moritz ’61 in 2001 provided for 
student scholarships and endowed faculty chairs, 
among many other initiatives.
The College boasts five student journals that 
contribute to the legal community’s body of 
knowledge: the Ohio State Law Journal, the Ohio 
State Journal on Dispute Resolution, the Ohio State 
Journal of Criminal Law, I/S: A Journal of 
Law and Policy for the Information Society, and the 
Ohio State Business Law Journal. The College also 
has seven clinics, which provide students the chance 
to hone practical skills through representing actual 
clients in a variety of settings. Opportunities to study 
off-campus have expanded to include summer- and 
semester-long programs at the University of Oxford 
in England, and a summer program in Washington, 
D.C.
The Barrister Club was created with alumni donations 
to house programming for alumni and students, 
including the innovative Mentoring and More @ 
Moritz Program, which promotes professionalism and 
serves as a bridge between the theory and practice 
of law. Through the Distinguished Practitioners in 
Residence Program in Business Law, students take 
one-credit courses from prominent practitioners. 
In 2007, the College started the Program on Law 
and Leadership, which is committed to the idea 
that leadership education is a lifelong endeavor 
combining theoretical knowledge, practice, and  
applied skills.
Since 2010, the College’s series of Capstone Courses 
have given students intensive simulation experiences 
in professional problem-solving with practicing 
lawyers who are leaders in their fields. Finally, this 
year’s graduates were among the first students to 
engage with the Entrepreneurial Business Law Clinic, 
which was created in January 2012 to serve startup 
and emerging businesses, and the first to experience 
learning opportunities through the Law, Finance and 
Governance program that began in the autumn of 
2014.
The handful of students who pioneered the founding 
of the College could not have envisioned The Ohio 
State University Moritz College of Law as it is today. 
The College’s proud past is the prologue to its 
exciting future as one of the nation’s premier public 
law schools.
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THE JURIS DOCTOR AND LL.M. 
HOODING CEREMONY
ACADEMIC PROCESSION The Eliza McGowan String Quartet 
 The audience will remain seated during procession.
PRESIDING Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
NATIONAL ANTHEM “Star Spangled Banner”
 Led by Trenton Weaver
WELCOME Howard H. Harcha IV
 President, Student Bar Association
MORITZ LEADERSHIP  Alan C. Michaels
AWARDS PRESENTATION Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
 Lou Ann Moritz Ransom
MORGAN E. SHIPMAN OUTSTANDING
PROFESSOR AND STAFF  Kelly Flanigan
AWARDS PRESENTATIONS  Hooding Committee Co-Chair
RESPONSE Katherine Silver Kelly
 Assistant Clinical Professor of Law and Director,   
 Academic Support Program
STUDENT AWARDS PRESENTATIONS Garry W. Jenkins
 Associate Dean for Academic Affairs; 
 John C. Elam/Vorys Sater Professor of Law
GRADUATE ADDRESS "What Matters Most"
 Scott Surovjak
LL.M. ADDRESS “The LL.M. Experience: A Cultural and 
 Academic Immersion”
 Vjosa Kika
PRESENTATION OF 2016 LL.M.  Laura Fernandez
AND M.S.L. CANDIDATES  Assistant Dean for International and Graduate Affairs
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PRESENTATION OF 2016 J.D. CANDIDATES Kathy Northern
 Associate Dean for Admissions and Robert M. Duncan/ 
 Jones Day Designated Associate Professor or Law
INVESTMENT OF LL.M., M.S.L., AND Katherine Silver Kelly
J.D. HOODS Assistant Clinical Professor of Law and Director,   
 Academic Support Program
AWARDING OF DIPLOMA CASES Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
 Garry W. Jenkins
 Associate Dean for Academic Affairs; 
 John C. Elam/Vorys Sater Professor of Law 
PRESENTATION OF CLASS GIFT Amanda Grandjean
 Hooding Committee Co-Chair
ALUMNI WELCOME G. Randall Ayers ’88
 President, Moritz Alumni Society
ALMA MATER “Carmen Ohio” 
 Led by Kimberly Burroughs, Joshua Cartee, 
 Valerie Henderson, Scott Surovjak, and Trenton Weaver
 Oh! Come let’s sing Ohio’s praise, 
 And songs to Alma Mater raise; 
 While our hearts rebounding thrill, 
 With joy which death alone can still. 
 Summer’s heat or Winter’s cold, 
 The seasons pass, the years will roll; 
 Time and change will surely show 
 How firm thy friendship O-hi-o.
RECESSIONAL The Eliza McGowan String Quartet 
 The audience will remain seated after recessional.
HOODING COMMITTEE MEMBERS Kelly Flanigan, Chair
 Amanda Grandjean, Chair
 Bryan Hunt
 Christopher Sponseller
 Meagan Van Brocklin, ex officio
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DISTINGUISHED FACULTY
AMNA AKBAR, J.D., B.A.
Assistant Professor of Law
MARY BETH BEAZLEY, J.D., B.A.
Professor of Law
DOUGLAS A. BERMAN, J.D., 
A.B.
Robert J. Watkins/Procter & 
Gamble Professor of Law
MICAH BERMAN, J.D., B.A.
Assistant Professor of Public 
Health and Law
GREGORY A. CALDEIRA, PH.D., 
A.M., B.A.
Distinguished University 
Professor; Ann and Darrell Dreher 
Chair in Political Communication 
and Policy Thinking; Professor of 
Law




ELLENBOGEN, J.D., M.C.R.P., B.A.
Associate Professor of Law
MARTHA CHAMALLAS, J.D., 
B.A.
Robert J. Lynn Chair in Law
DANIEL C.K. CHOW, J.D., B.A.
Frank E. and Virginia H. Bazler 
Chair in Business Law
AMY J. COHEN, J.D., B.A.
Professor of Law
SARAH RUDOLPH COLE, J.D., 
B.A.
John W. Bricker Professor of Law
RUTH COLKER, J.D., A.B.
Distinguished University 
Professor; Heck Faust Memorial 
Chair in Constitutional Law
ELIZABETH ILGEN COOKE, 
J.D., B.A.
Clinical Professor of Law
RICHARD C. DALEY, J.D., B.A.
Senior Lecturer in Law
SHARON L. DAVIES, J.D., B.A.
Gregory H. Williams Chair in 
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties; 
Vice Provost for Diversity 
and Inclusion; The Ohio State 
University Chief Diversity Officer
ELLEN E. DEASON, J.D., M.S., 
B.A.
Joanne Wharton Murphy/Class of 
1965 and 1973 Professor in Law
JOSHUA DRESSLER, J.D., B.A.
Distinguished University 
Professor; Frank R. Strong Chair 
in Law
TERRI L. ENNS, J.D., M.DIV., 
B.A.
Clinical Professor of Law
KATHERINE HUNT FEDERLE, 
J.D., LL.M., B.A.
Joseph S. Platt-Porter Wright 
Morris & Arthur Professor of Law
HOWARD P. FINK, LL.B., B.S.
Professor Emeritus of Law
LAURA FERNANDEZ, J.D., B.S.
Assistant Dean for International 
and Graduate Affairs
EDWARD B. FOLEY, J.D., B.A.
Charles W. Ebersold and Florence 
Whitcomb Ebersold Chair in 
Constitutional Law
WILLIAM FROEHLICH, J.D., 
B.A.
Langdon Fellow in Dispute 
Resolution
LARRY T. GARVIN, J.D., M.S., 
B.S., B.A.
Lawrence D. Stanley Professor of 
Law
DAVID A. GOLDBERGER, J.D., 
B.A.
Professor Emeritus of Law
ARTHUR F. GREENBAUM, J.D., 
B.A.
James W. Shocknessy Professor 
of Law
L. CAMILLE HEBERT, J.D., 
LL.M., B.S.
Carter C. Kissell Professor of Law
DENNIS HIRSCH, J.D., B.A.
Professor of Law
STEPHANIE HOFFER, J.D., 
LL.M., B.S.
Professor of Law
STEVEN F. HUEFNER, J.D., A.B.
Alumni Society Designated 
Professor of Law; Director, Clinical 
Programs
GARRY W. JENKINS, J.D., M.P.P., 
B.A.
Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs; John C. Elam/Vorys Sater 
Professor of Law
BRUCE S. JOHNSON, J.D., 
M.L.S., B.A.
Professor Emeritus of Law
CREOLA JOHNSON, J.D., B.S.
President’s Club Professor in Law
KIMBERLY JORDAN, J.D., B.S.
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Law
MARGOT KAMINSKI, J.D., B.A.
Assistant Professor of Law
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KATHERINE SILVER KELLY, 
J.D., M.A., B.A.
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law
ROBERT MARTIN KRIVOSHEY, 
PH.D., J.D., M.A., B.A.
Clinical Professor of Law
STANLEY K. LAUGHLIN JR.
Professor Emeritus of Law
KATRINA LEE, J.D., B.A.
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Law
DEBORAH JONES MERRITT, 
J.D., B.A.
John Deaver Drinko-Baker 
Hostetler Chair in Law
ALAN C. MICHAELS, J.D., A.B.
Dean; Edwin M. Cooperman Chair 
in Law
KATHY SEWARD NORTHERN, 
J.D., B.A.
Associate Dean for Admissions; 
Robert M. Duncan/Jones Day 
Designated Associate Professor 
of Law
DALE A. OESTERLE, J.D., M.P.P., 
B.A.
J. Gilbert Reese Chair in Contract 
Law
EFTHIMIOS PARASIDIS, J.D., 
M.BE., B.A.
Associate Professor of Law
JOHN B. QUIGLEY, LL.B., M.A., 
A.B.
Professor Emeritus of Law
ANNE E. RALPH, J.D., B.A.
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Law
NANCY HARDIN ROGERS, J.D., 
B.A.
Professor Emeritus of Law
PAUL ROSE, J.D., B.A.
Frank E. and Virginia H. Bazler 
Designated Professor in Business 
Law
GUY A. RUB, S.J.D., LL.M., M.A., 
LL.B., B.A.
Associate Professor of Law
DAKOTA S. RUDESILL, J.D., B.A.
Assistant Professor of Law
ALLAN J. SAMANSKY, J.D., M.A., 
B.A.
Professor Emeritus of Law
SARA SAMPSON, J.D., B.S.
Assistant Dean for Information 
Services; Director of Law Library; 
Senior Lecturer in Law
PETER M. SHANE, J.D., A.B.
Jacob E. Davis and Jacob E. Davis 
II Chair in Law
RIC SIMMONS, J.D., M.A. B.A.
Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer 
Professor for the Administration of 
Justice and Rule of Law
MONTE SMITH, J.D., B.A.
Assistant Dean for Academic 
Affairs
MARC SPINDELMAN, J.D., B.A.
Isadore and Ida Topper Professor 
of Law
TODD STARKER, J.D., M.B.A., 
B.A.
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Law
DAVID STEBENNE, PH.D., J.D., 
M.A., B.A.
Professor of History and Law
JOSEPH B. STULBERG, PH.D., 
J.D., M.A., B.A.
Michael E. Moritz Chair in 
Alternative Dispute Resolution
CHARLES LEE THOMASON, 
J.D., B.A.
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law
DANIEL P. TOKAJI, J.D., A.B.
Charles W. Ebersold and Florence 
Whitcomb Ebersold Professor of 
Constitutional Law
VINCENE VERDUN, J.D., B.A.
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
CHRISTOPHER J. WALKER, J.D., 
M.P.P., B.A.
Assistant Professor of Law
DOUGLAS J. WHALEY, J.D., B.A.
Professor Emeritus of Law
CHARLES E. WILSON, J.D., B.S.
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
DISTINGUISHED FACULTY
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MORGAN E. SHIPMAN  
OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR
KATHERINE SILVER KELLY
ASSISTANT CLINICAL PROFESSOR OF LAW AND DIRECTOR, ACADEMIC SUPPORT PROGRAM
Since joining the faculty at The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 2012, Professor Katherine Silver Kelly has helped hundreds 
of students prepare for their futures as lawyers. An expert in the areas 
of bar examination preparation and legal writing and research, she is 
responsible for the College’s bar exam support services. 
In addition to her integral role of preparing students for what comes after 
graduation, Kelly also teaches Legal Analysis and Writing (LAW) I and II 
and is the director of the College’s Academic Support Program. She also 
serves as the coach for the Child Welfare and Adoption Law moot court 
competition team. 
For the first decade of her career, Kelly was as an award-winning 
economics and government teacher at the high school level, instilling in 
her a passion for education. Prior to coming to Ohio State, Kelly served 
as a judicial attorney for Judge Elinore Marsh Stormer at the Summit County Court of Common Pleas and then 
as the director of Academic Success Programs at the University of Akron School of Law. She holds a B.A. in 
history from Berea College, an M.A. in social science education from the University of Kentucky, and a J.D. from 
the University of Akron. 
When she’s not in the classroom, Kelly serves as a member of the Bar Advocacy Committee of the Association 
of Academic Support Educators, and as a regular blogger at the Law School Academic Support blog. She also 
sits on the Berea College Alumni Executive Council, is a mentor in the Ohio Supreme Court Lawyer to Lawyer 
Mentoring Program, and is a swim and track coach for Special Olympics.
  




Scheduling classes and exams, managing student records, and solving class conflicts is all in a day’s work for Laura Dean. As the 
College’s registrar, she is an integral part of the student services team at 
Moritz. In addition to her duties within the building, she also serves as a 
liaison for the College with the university’s registrar and other university 
academic units.
Dean joined the Moritz College of Law staff in 1999 as the administrative 
assistant for admissions and financial aid. In 2001, she took on the 
role of assistant director of financial aid before becoming the assistant 
director of operations for admissions and financial aid in 2004. In 2007, 
she officially became the law registrar for the College. Prior to coming 
to Ohio State, Dean spent several years at PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP. She holds a B.S. in human development and family science with a 
specialization in family studies, and a minor in sociology from The Ohio State University. 
From 2008 to 2014 Dean served on the College’s Administration Committee, and now sits on the Long Range 
Planning Committee. She is passionate about helping law students and strives every day to resolve their 
issues in the most timely and efficient manner possible. Her attention to detail and ability to work under tight 
deadlines is something greatly appreciated by students, faculty, and staff throughout the building. One of her 
favorite aspects of her position, she said, is simply getting to meet and interact with the numerous students 
who stop by her office each day, whether they are in need of her assistance or simply want to talk.
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Waleed Alkhazaali - Najaf, Iraq, Babylon University
Zhao Guan - Jiang Su, China, Yangzhou University




University of Foreign 
Studies
Lu Wang 











East China University 
of Political Science 
and Law
Donna Anne Ruch 
Chagrin Falls, OH
The Ohio State 
University; The Ohio 
State University




The Ohio State 
University









Kelli J. Amador 
West Jordan, UT




The University of 



















Anne K. Bauer 
Delaware, OH
Whitman College 
Cathlene E. Beck 
Gahanna, OH
The Ohio State 
University 
Bryan B. Becker 
Decatur, IL




The Ohio State 
University 










Tyler W. Blair 
Canton, OH
Ohio University 







The Ohio State 





Joshua M. Cartee 
Chillicothe, OH
Oberlin College











Florida Gulf Coast 
University 






















Sierra M. Cooper 
Columbus, OH
The Ohio State 
University 
Jordan C. Croucher 
Caldwell, OH
University of Akron
Joseph F. Cudia 
Toms River, NJ















University of Mount 
Union






The Ohio State 
University
Joshua R. Eckert 
Maumee, OH
Bowling Green State 
University
Jordan R. Edmonds 
Dublin, OH











































The Ohio State 
University
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Howard H. Harcha IV 
Portsmouth, OH
The Ohio State 
University







The Ohio State 
University
Erik V. Hays 
Springfield, OH
The Ohio State 
University
Valerie Vodrey  
Hendrickson 
East Liverpool, OH






Joshua J. Hinderliter 
Poland, OH










Stacie E. Hunt 
Rossford, OH




The Ohio State 
University










University of Dayton 







The Ohio State 
University
Kendall P. Kadish 
Cincinnati, OH
The Ohio State 
University
Karson S. Kampfe 
Kearney, NE
The University of 
South Dakota









Matthew E. King 
Canton, MA
Suffolk University




Michael Paul Koslen 
Solon, OH
Ohio University
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The Ohio State 
University






The Ohio State 
University




Caitlyn E. Martin 
Dublin, OH
The Ohio State 
University






University of Dayton 
Andrew T. Mikac 
Columbus, OH














The Ohio State 
University
Kyle T. Mordew 
Kent, OH










Tresha M. Patel 
Delaware, OH
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Alaina K. Patzke 
Delaware, OH















The Ohio State 
University
Valerie F. Price 
Parkersburg, WV
Marietta College
John R. Price 
Delbarton, WV
Marshall University








The Ohio State 
University; Tenri 
University
Andrew D. Randol 
Cleveland, OH
The Ohio State 
University
Stacia Lynn Rapp 
Clyde, OH
Ashland University
Susan E. Restrepo 
Columbus, OH
Brown University
Ben W. Rossi 
Powell, OH
The Ohio State 
University
Jeremy J. Rzepka 
Beachwood, OH
































Ryan A. Semerad 
Schenectady, NY
Union College
Bradley R. Sena 
Cincinnati, OH































Scott T. Surovjak 
Port Clinton, OH










University of South 
Carolina
Amanda K. Tate 
West Chester, OH
The Ohio State 
University
Scott W. Thomas 
Strasburg, OH
The Ohio State 












The Ohio State 
University 





The Ohio State 
University
Brooke J. Tollison 
Toledo, OH
The Ohio State 
University












The Ohio State 
University
Meagan M. Van 
Brocklin 
Youngstown, OH
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NOT PICTURED:
Ashley N. Braxton - Columbus, OH,  
Ohio University
Eleanor Sarah Celeste - Columbus, OH, 
Wesleyan University
Ethan J. Clunk - Hudson, OH, The Ohio 
State University
Julie E. Dick - Whitehouse, OH, The Ohio 
State University
Danielle Dillard - Kansas City, MO, Florida 
Agricultural & Mechanical University
Alexandra R. Ellis - Sylvania, OH, The Ohio 
State University
Mary Elizabeth Farah - Rocky River, OH, 
The Ohio State University
Andrew August Flemming - Columbus, OH, 
The Ohio State University
Juan Carlos Gonzalez - San Bernardino, CA, 
University of Utah
Jonathan Philip Halverstadt - Salem, OH, 
Bowling Green State University
Susan Hard - Columbus, OH, The Ohio State 
University
Charles Michael Roberts Holbrook - 
Columbus, OH, The Ohio State University
Cyara Hotopp - Powell, OH, The Ohio State 
University
Anthony Frank Irigoyen - Marco Island, FL, 
Cornell University
Aaron M. Jones - Burton, OH, New York 
University
Haley Kathleen Lewis - Columbus, OH, 
Miami University
Abigail C. Mack - Ft. Collins, CO, Colorado 
State University
Michelle R. McCarty - Grove City, OH, The 
Ohio State University
Elisabeth C. McClear - Owosso, MI, Oberlin 
College
Scott Elliott Prince - Daniels, WV, 
Washington And Lee University; The Ohio 
State University
Charles T. Robol - Columbus, OH, The Ohio 
State University
Erik D.Stewart - Ironton, OH, The Ohio State 
University
Benjamin F.C. Wallace - Columbus, OH, 













Courtney M. White 
Columbus, OH
Liberty University 







Queens University of 
Charlotte


















East China University 
of Political Science 
And Law
Matthew M. Zofchak 
Worthington, OH
Ohio University
Mark C. Zronek 
Twinsburg, OH

























































These students, listed alphabetically, represent approximately the top 25 percent of the 2016 graduating class, based on academic performance through the end of five of six semesters of law study. Ranking for 
official degree honors and election to the Order of the Coif occurs in June. The composition of the final upper 
25 percent of the class may vary from these students.
The Order of the Coif is a national law school honor society. To be eligible for election by the faculty to the 
Order of the Coif, a student’s academic average for all six semesters must rank in the top 10 percent of the 
graduating class.
*Indicates top 10 percent of class through five semesters.
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT














PHD IN EDUCATION AND 
HUMAN ECOLOGY
Christopher Thomas





Esperanza L. Alcazar 
Anne K. Bauer 
Cathlene E. Beck 
Morgan Alexandra Cheek 
Joseph F. Cudia 
Mary Elizabeth Farah 
Alexandra R. Forkosh
Amanda M. Grandjean 
Joyce E. Gray 
William David Gutmann









Kristine Elizabeth Perry 
Valerie F. Price
Stacia Lynn Rapp
Sara V. Scheinbach 
Avery A. Schumacher 
Ryan A. Semerad
Bradley R. Sena 
Alia Elizabeth Sisson 
Sarah Arielle Spector 
Scott T. Surovjak 
Christopher T. Tassone 
Katherine Warner Ungar 
Meagan M. Van Brocklin 
David A. Walsh 
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Lauren Taylor Wert
Courtney M. White 
Elizabeth Virginia Young
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RYAN AGUIAR — Thank you to my parents and 
my sister for always supporting me in my pursuit 
of happiness. Also, I would like to thank Mike and 
Janet Miller for their generosity, time, and continued 
mentorship. There are big ships and small ships…
but here’s to the best ship, the 2015 Moritz Softball 
Championship!
HAILEY AKAH — To my husband and my parents-
-Thank you for your support, your encouragement, 
and for sharing this season with me.
ESPERANZA ALCAZAR — I would like to thank my 
family and friends for all of their support, positive 
thoughts, and prayers over the last three years and 
throughout my life. I would especially like to thank 
my sister, Natalie, for being my inspiration to stick it 
out when times are tough.
KELLI JO AMADOR — To my parents, and to Connor, 
for always supporting my dreams and ambitions 
wherever they have taken me.
CLAUDIA ARANDA — Quiero agradecerle a Dios 
y a mis padres por su interminable apoyo en todo 
momento de mi vida, por sus enseñanzas, y consejos, 
con los cuales he logrado culminar mi esfuerzo y 
terminar mi carrera profesional. Muchas gracias. 
Los quiero mucho, Claudia  
NADIA ARDNER — To my husband, Craig, for 
taking this ride with me. To my children, Tripp and 
Ava, for being simply wonderful. To the rest of my 
family (especially my mom) and friends for helping 
me to realize my dreams. 
CATHLENE BECK — I would like to thank my mom, 
dad, and younger brother for all their love and 
support, as well as my grandparents for always being 
there.
BRYAN BECKER — Thank you to my mother, 
Karen, and sister, Kathleen, for their unabashed 
enthusiastic support, and in loving memory of my 
father Stephen. Without them, I would not be here 
today.
TYLER BLAIR — Grateful to my Dad, Mom, brother 
Travis, and Grandmas Blair and Bradshaw for 
celebrating with me today and for all your support 
over the years.
DANIEL BROIDY  — “Dan Broidy is a 10/10”-Mom; 
“Don’t follow your dreams, follow my Twitter” -@
danbroidy;  "Great range, plus arm, average power, 
smart baserunner” -Anonymous softball scouting 
report on Dan Broidy; Finally, I would like to thank 
my arms for always being by my side and my legs 
for constantly supporting me. #America 
THOMPSON BUCK — Thank you to my family and 
friends—and to everyone else who supported me 
on this journey. A special "thanks" to my parents, to 
my sister and sister's family, and to my girlfriend.
JOSH CARTEE — Thank you to my wife, Lauren, for 
being my partner and sounding board throughout 
law school. Thanks also to the amazing people in the 
class of 2016, whose dedication and professionalism 
made the last three years such a memorable 
experience.
MICHAEL CHAPMAN — To my family, for their 
continued support of my seemingly endless pursuit of 
education. Thank you for everything you do for me.
MORGAN CHEEK — Thanks to my amazing parents, 
Malcolm and Debi, the best role models and support 
system I could ever ask for. I would also like to thank 
my husband-to-be and best friend Zac, for his endless 
love and encouragement. I love you all so much, and 
couldn’t have done this without you!
JACK CLARK — Thank you to my parents, my two 
brothers, and Stephanie. I appreciate all your love and 
support.
HENRY BARRY DEVON COLLINS III — I would 
like to thank my kind, thoughtful, and ever-supportive 
wife Blake. I also owe a great debt to my parents and 
the mentors who encouraged me to pursue legal 
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JOCELYN CONEY — I would like to dedicate my 
hooding to my family. You are all amazing and I 
wouldn’t be here without you. Love you guys!
JORDAN CROUCHER — I would like to thank my 
family for their continued love and support. To my 
grandparents, thank you for all of your thoughts 
and prayers. Kristi, there is nobody else I’d rather 
have by my side—I love you. I am grateful for all of 
you. We made it!
MEAGAN CYRUS  — This is not to get confused. 
This one’s for you. Thank you to my friends, family, 
and Barney for suffering through the last three years, 
five moves, countless tears, and tens of thousands 
of dollars with me for one degree. You all made it 
possible.
JULIE DICK — By the grace of God, the love of 
my family and the support of my friends: here 
we are. At the end of an extraordinarily exciting 
educational adventure, and the start of a career, I feel 
overwhelmingly thankful for the people whose hearts 
I call home. 
GREG DJORDJEVIC — Thank you to my parents for 
all they've done for me and my brothers, Charlie and 
Tom, for inspiring me.
YINZI DONG — Many thanks to my husband, Xiao, 
and my parents, for your strong support!
ADAM DOWNING — Thank you to everyone who 
supported me through this journey: Catherine, 
Mom, Dad, Emilee, Olivia, my Grandparents, the 
Clampitts, Jenna, Ben, Andy, Stevon, Josh, Charlie, 
and my entire family, especially Greg, who showed 
me that if this thing doesn't work out, I'll just sell 
wings, drink beer, and be happy.
KAYLA ERNST — Thanks so much to all my family for 
all of their support, especially my wonderful parents! I 
owe everything to you. And thanks Tony for putting up 
with me 1L year. 
MARY FARAH — My boundless thanks and love to 
the family who knew I could do it and the guy who 
helped me get through it. In the words of the immortal 
Scott Hall: Hard work pays off. Dreams come true. 
Bad times don’t last, but bad guys do.
KELLY FLANIGAN — To the Flan Clan and to Geo: 
for your love, support, and the courage to fearlessly 
pursue my dreams. You’re the people I want to make 
most proud. To my Moritz family: thank you for your 
friendship and discourse. To Gram & Pap Flanigan 
watching from upstairs – love you bushels.
ANDREW FLEMMING — To Mom, who refused to 
let them put me in a box. To Dad, who never dreams 
small. To my in-laws, who love extravagantly. To 
August, who asks the best questions. To Adelyn, 
who gives the best hugs. To my wife, who made 
everything else gravy when she said “yes” twelve 
years ago.
ALEXANDRA FORKOSH — Thank you to my 
parents, Marton and Marina, my twin sister Jessica, 
and my boyfriend Al for all of your support, love, and 
encouragement. 
AMANDA GRANDJEAN — To my family, here on 
Earth and above. Without your love and support, this 
day would not be possible. I extend my infinite love 
and gratitude to you always.
JESSICA GREENBERG — Mom and Dad, thanks for 
everything. I love you!
WILLIAM GUTMANN — To my family: as lawyers, 
you exemplified everything that makes this profession 
truly special; as family, you gave me invaluable love 
and support. To my friends: you kept me sane. I love 
you all.
HOWARD HARCHA IV  — Today’s successes would 
not be possible without the love and support of my 
family and friends. Thank you to our amazing faculty 
and brilliant classmates for making this a wonderful 
three-year experience. Kristen, thank you—I could not 
have done it without you. Today is dedicated to you, 
Mom. 
ALLISON HAUGEN — Thank you Mom and Dad for 
being my biggest fans and for always believing in me. 
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VALERIE HENDRICKSON — For the privilege of 
my legal education, I thank Mrs. Moritz Ransom. 
For the support that got me through, I owe a great 
many more. Thanks especially to my parents, sister, 
grandparents, Molly, Stephanie, Dan, Adithya, Karin, 
Jules, Maggie, Meagan, Chris, Kim, Jeff, Bryan, Susan, 
and Colleen. How lucky I am! 
AARON HESSLER — To Mom who cared for me, Dad 
who inspired me, my siblings who were great, Danny 
who was so welcoming, Kat and our great debates, 
Christina who always cared, Kate who endured me, 
Kristen, Howard, and Elizabeth who were great 
friends, and God who put these people in my life. 
ADDISON HUTCHESON — To my parents, brother, 
grandparents, family members, friends and dog for 
their love and support, I wouldn't be here without all 
of you. Also to music and pizza, for they are the real 
MVPs of the last three years. Go Bucks!
MIKE JARVIS — Mom and Dad, thank you for 
everything. I can’t fully express how grateful I am 
to you both for the experiences I’ve had and the 
opportunities that lay before me. And thank you, 
Jordan, for getting me through my last year and 
reminding me to work hard as a 3L.
ANTHONY JOHNSON  — I am grateful for the 
kindness and guidance of Moritz’s outstanding 
faculty and staff, the support of the Columbus legal 
community, and the encouragement of friends. 
Thank you! Most of all, I am thankful for my family’s 
encouragement, patience, and support during these 
past three years. I love you!
NATHANIEL JORDAN — I’d like to thank our Lord 
Jesus Christ for leading me through the mires of law 
school. I’d also like to thank my parents, family, and 
friends for their constant love and support over the 
last three years. Clarence Odbody had it right, “no 
man is a failure who has friends.” God Bless! 
KENDALL KADISH  — To my parents, Scott and 
Melissa, and my brothers, Ian, Max, and the Coop 
man—Thank you for your constant love and support 
(and patience) over the years. Go Bucks.
HEIDI KEMP — I want to thank my parents, 
my siblings, and my wonderful friends for their 
amazing support. I could not have done this 
without your encouragement and understanding. 
To my grandparents who are no longer with me on 
this earth, you are in my heart and I dedicate this 
achievement to you. To Keira, Ryley, and Brody, 
you were my sanity and determination to see this 
through. I hope you follow your dreams!
MATTHEW KING — Thank you Mom and Dad for all 
that you’ve done for me. Everything I am, I owe to you. 
Also, thanks to Steve, Beth, Stefan, Justin, Uncle Joe, 
my family, the Wrights, and all my Ohio friends for their 
support along the way. I love you, Julia. Go Bucks.
ALEX KOENIG — I couldn't have come this far 
without the love and support of my wife and family. 
Thank you for being there for me and believing in 
me through the challenges of law school. Forever a 
Buckeye family!
MICHAEL KOLSEN — Thank you to all of my family 
and friends for your love and support throughout all of 
my education. I would not be here without you!
ALEXANDRIA LAYTON — Here's to my parents, 
brother, and the rest of my wonderfully supportive 
Wyoming family and friends — I truly couldn't have 
done this without you. And to all of the people who 
helped make Columbus and Ohio State feel like home 
— I truly wouldn't have wanted to do this without you.
MIRIAH LEE — I am dedicating this graduation 
milestone to my grandmother Faye Pugh. While 
she is not here with my family and me today, this 
accomplishment would have been more difficult 
to achieve without her. Words cannot describe 
the amount of support and love she provided 
throughout my academic years. 
ALEXANDRA LEHMAN — To my parents for their 
unwavering love and support, and to Kevin for being 
there every step along the way. You all are the reason 
I am here today. Thank you.
MELANIE LENNON — To my parents, Pam and 
Bill, and my brother, David—thank you for your 
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JOSEPHER LI — To my professors who have given 
me the tools to make a better tomorrow, thank you.
CHRISTINA MACDONALD — Thank you to my 
mother and father for your unconditional love, 
support, and for inspiring me to follow my dreams; 
my siblings for keeping me grounded, listening to my 
problems, and never failing to make me feel better; 
and Matt for always being there for me. I love you all.
KRISTEN MAIORINO — First and foremost, thank 
you to my parents for pretty much everything. I also 
want to thank HHH, my friends, family, professors, 
and the whole Moritz community. This has been an 
amazing experience and I count myself lucky to have 
known all of you.
CAITLYN MARTIN — Thank you to my parents for 
their unconditional love, support, and encouragement 
throughout my life, and to my brothers for being 
willing study partners and intramural sports 
teammates for the past three years.
CORY MARTINSON — To my Family, for the love 
and support; Natalie, for always sticking with me; 
my Father, for watching over me; and especially my 
Mother, for always believing in and encouraging me. 
THANK YOU!!! Without all of you this would not have 
been possible, or worth it. La Famiglia Per Sempre! 
ALLISON MEENA — Thank you to my family, 
especially my amazing parents, Jeff and Leslie, 
and my extremely supportive sister, Heather. Also, 
thank you to my phenomenal friends, near and far, 
that provided so much emotional support, love, and 
encouragement over the years. I love you all so much. 
OSNAT MENACHE — I would like to thank my 
parents for encouraging me to pursue my LL.M. 
here, believing in me and supporting me all the way. 
Without you I couldn't have done that!
ANDREW MIKAC — Thanks to my family, especially 
my parents, for their love and support. I love you (and 
thanks for the laundry). To Sarah: thank you for being 
there for me, near and far. Thanks to my professors 
(especially Prof. Walker) and to the OSLJ team for 
pushing me to be better.
KYLE MORDEW — Thanks for everything, Mom and 
Dad. Go Browns.
ERIN MYERS — I want to thank my parents, 
professors, mentors, extended family, friends, and 
boyfriend for their continued support throughout 
this four-year journey. A special thanks to my dad for 
gifting me with his stubbornness (sorry not sorry) and 
work ethic, and to the health law faculty for always 
remaining an inspiration.
TRESHA PATEL — I’d like to thank my parents 
Mukesh and Ramila Patel, Shruti Patel, Krisna Patel, 
and Dhruv Shah. I joined The Ohio State University 
seven years ago and it quickly became home. Thank 
you for all of the love and support that helped me 
achieve my dreams.
ALAINA PATZKE — Thank you to my amazing family: 
Mom, Dad, Rob, Grammy, and Grampy. Thank you to 
my wonderful fiancé, Tom. I wouldn't be here today 
without all of your support and encouragement!
KRISTINE PERRY — Thank you to my family and 
friends for all of the love and support during the past 
three years. Your encouragement has meant more 
than you will ever know. Much love, Kristine
AARON PITTMAN — First and foremost, I would like 
to thank God for providing me with the wonderful 
opportunity to achieve heights I never dreamed 
imaginable. Thank you Mom and Dad for your 
unconditional love and support. I would also like to 
thank my family, church family, and friends. We did it! 
JOHN PRICE — To my family, it is no exaggeration 
to say that I stand here today on your shoulders. The 
calls, visits, and check-ins kept me sane and centered.
To old friends, I’m here and myself because of you.
To the Class of 2016, you’re my cherished family. Go 
run the world.
MATT RABY — Today isn’t a celebration of my 
accomplishments. It’s a culmination of the work, effort, 
and time that hundreds of people have invested in 
me. Especially my parents. I won’t miss everything 
about this place, but I’ll miss the people. Especially 
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CHRISTOPHER RAMDEEN — Towards my wife, Yui 
Iimori, and my parents, Anica and Rohit Ramdeen, 
without whose love and support I could not have 
made it through the last three years. 
SUSAN RESTREPO — To my parents, who always 
made my dreams seem not just possible, but 
achievable—thank you for your constant love and 
unwavering support.
JEREMY RZEPKA — I am grateful to Polina 
Vaynshtok and my family for their love and support 
throughout this endeavor. Thank you.
CHRIS SANTORO — Thank you to my family and 
Melissa who have been so supportive of everything. 
And thank you to all of my friends I've made at Moritz 
who have been on this journey for the last three 
years. How firm thy friendship.
TAL SCHAPIRA — To my husband, parents, in-laws, 
and family, thanks for the support, we did it!
SARA SCHEINBACH — To my wonderful husband: 
Thank you for your endless support. I owe you 
everything. To my parents and brother: Thank you for 
being my sounding-boards and my best friends. To 
my in-laws: You are the best and your love means the 
world to me, thank you. I love you all!
LIESEL SCHMADER — Anything worth doing, is 
worth doing well. I give thanks to God; my Mother; 
brother, Keith; Nonie; Harmin; and countless others 
who have shaped my character along the way and 
made a 7-year-old's dream of becoming a lawyer a 
reality. To God be the glory.
AVERY SCHUMACHER — To my mom and dad. 
Thank you for the undying love and support. I am 
where I am because you made me this way. To Chris, 
thank you for putting up with me. You can also thank 
my mom for making me this way.
CHRISTOPHER SCHWARZ — Thank you to my 
Mom, my Grandma, my Grandpa, and my Wife. 
Today is for you. With all we've each put in and 
been through in this process, what a beautiful day of 
celebration today is for each of us. Also thank you 
to Cindy, Kris, Sonny, Judy, and all of my family and 
support back home in New Mexico.
KATE SELANDER — I would like to thank my parents 
for their unwavering encouragement and support.
RYAN SEMERAD — Thanks Mom, Dad, Phil, and 
Chris for all of your love and support. Thanks to 
my friends for the drinks, the talks, and the laughs. 
Thanks to the great state of Ohio for welcoming me 
and taking me in. Go Bucks!
GREG SHUMAKER — Mom and Dad, families are 
meant to be just like ours. Parents are meant to 
be just like you. Thank you for everything!  Erika, 
you are my rock and my wildflower. I cannot wait to 
marry you! Chris and Wendy, thank you for being 
the greatest brother and sister ever!
ALIA SISSON — Dearest family and friends, you’re 
the best. Thanks for listening to my grumblings about 
law school for three years, visiting, sending care 
packages, and supplying me with food (and more 
important) wine. I couldn’t have done it without your 
humor and support. I love you with all my heart!
SARAH SPECTOR — Big thanks to Ryan, Samantha, 
Alexandra, Noah, my parents, David and Leslie, and 
my grandparents, Fred and Buzzy, for all the Jeni’s, 
Indian food, and encouragement, which gave me the 
confidence to succeed while enjoying the past three 
years. 
CHRISTOPHER SPONSELLER — Mom and Dad. For 
your love and support, thank you. I will start returning 
your phone calls now.
NANNAN (BONNIE) SUN — I would like to thank my 
parents for their love! I would like to thank all of my 
friends I made here, it is their love that makes me feel 
not lonely!
CHRIS TASSONE — Thank you to my parents, Don 
and Liz, for your love and support through these 
many years of education. Thanks to my classmates for 
making this OSU experience a great one.
AMANDA TATE — To Mom and Dad: you set me 
up for success in life, I couldn't have done any of it 
without you. To friends and family (especially Kevin 
and Dan): thanks for putting up with me and being 
role models, confidants, and support. And to Granny: I 
do things always in your memory.
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FRANK TICE — Words cannot express the debt of 
gratitude I owe to my support system. Mom and Dad, 
thank you for everything. To my sisters, Brooke and 
Allison, thanks for putting up with your sometimes 
grouchy older brother. To my girlfriend Abbie, thank 
you for not breaking up with me!
KEVIN TICKNOR — Thank you to Jordan, Karli, 
Charlie, Andrew, and Abby for all of your support over 
the past three years. And a special thank you to my 
parents, Charles and Debbie Ticknor, for giving me 
the opportunity to attend law school. I couldn’t have 
done it without you!
JASON TIEMEIER — Thank you to Alexis and my 
parents, Barry and Nancy, for all of the love and 
support.
CHRISTOPHER THOMAS — I want to thank you 
mom, dad, Britt, and Liz for all of your love and 
support. Thank you for teaching me to love education 
and for encouraging me as I keep going back for 
more.
CHAD TROWNSON  — To my parents for all their 
love and support. The greatest title I will ever have is 
to be called their son.
VANESSA TUSSEY — Thank you to my husband, 
my mom, and my in-laws. Justin, thank you for 
pushing me to become the best version of myself. 
Mom, thanks for believing in me and teaching me to 
overcome challenges. David and Muffet – thanks for 
all of your support. I love you all.  
KATHERINE UNGAR — Thank you to my family and 
friends. I am tremendously grateful for your love and 
encouragement throughout my law school journey.
MEAGAN VAN BROCKLIN — To the class of 2016: 
"We did it!"—Elle Woods. Thanks for everything, Mom 
& Dad.
TRENTON WEAVER — Thanks to my lovely wife, 
Aileen, as well as Mom and Dad, and the rest of the 
family for all of their love and support over the years. 
MOLLY WERHAN — Thank you to everyone who 
helped prepare me for this day, especially my 
husband Luke, my parents Jay & Marti, and the rest 
of the Weavers & Werhans. I could not have gotten 
here without your love and support!
LAUREN TAYLOR WERT — To Mom, Dad, Tyler, 
and Clay, thank you for inspiring me to try to do 
something better in the world, supporting me, and 
always being there. To Susan and Steve, I couldn't 
have done this without you. To Don Pedro and 
Doña Mercedes this moment is shared with you.  
ASHLEY WINTERS — Thank you to my family, 
friends, endless supporters, and my dog for all 
keeping me sane and grounded throughout this 
wonderful journey. 
YEHUDAH (ARI) WITKES — This donation is in 
honor of my friends and family at Moritz. Thanks for a 
great three years!
ELIZABETH YOUNG — To Mom for supporting me, 
to my grandparents and father for inspiring me, to 
Sissy, Jim and my friends Chelsea, Merri, Amy, and 
Megan for loving me, to my colleagues for making me 
better each day —and to Uncle Wayne, don’t worry, I 
could never forget about my wonderful family.
MATT ZOFCHAK — To my parents, sister, and 
girlfriend for all of their support. Thank you. 
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